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Amos VII. 14, I5. 


Den anſwered Amos, and ſaid to Amazaah, I was no 
Prophet, neither was 1 a Prophets Son; but I was 
an Herdman, and a Gatherer of Sycomore Fruit. 


And the LORD took me, as 1 followed the Flock, and 
= the LORD ſaid unto me, Go, prophecie unto my 
People Iſrael. 


O come at the Import of theſe Words, 
we have no occaſion to look any further 
backward than to the tenth verſe. We 
may there read that this Amaziab, to 
whom the Prophet here ſpeaks, was the idolatrous 
Prieſt of Bethel, which was one of the High-Places 
where Feroboam, the Son of Nebat, had erected a Calf 
for the Ten Tribes to worſhip, to prevent their 
2 Returning to their Allegiance to the King of Ju- 
dab, which they would have been apt to have 
done, had they till continu'd to go up, as former- 
= ly, to do Sacrifice in the Houle of the Lokp at Je- 
ruſalem (a). The Occaſion of the Anſwer, which 
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() 1 Kings XII. 26, &c. 
A 


Amo! 


2 The Schools of the Prophets. 


Amos makes to Amaziab was a Complaint of that 1 | 
Prieſt againſt the Prophet, for preaching againſt * 
the Idolatry committed at theſe Places, and de- 


nouncing for that Reaſon, Deſtruction with the Sword 
againſt the Houſe of Feroboam, then King of I/, 
rael (b). This, we muſt be ſenſible, muſt very near- 
ly concern the Intereſt, as well as the Honour, of 
Amaziah : Inſomuch that it is no wonder if he 


| ſhould endeavour, by the beſt Stratagem he was 


able to contrive, to rid himſelf of ſo troubleſome 


and dangerous an Adyerſary. He therefore ſends 


a Complaint of him to the King, and, the more 


effectually to bring upon him the Royal Diſplea- 


ſure, accuſes him of Sedition, Conſpiracy and 
Treaſon: An Experiment that has ſince been of- 
ten tried with Succeſs, by Men who, when they 
have wanted to diſcountenance a Doctrine that 
thwarts their Deſigns, have found their Ends in 
charging the Preachers of it with Diſaffection to 


the Government. Allegations of this Nature, as 


" —_ — 2 0 
$- 


ES 


_ on. 


IN * 2 


E ö ö e Rr TW ME 


they are founded upon Malice, ſo they muſt be 


ſupported with Lies: So we find by Experience it 
is now-adays, and ſo the Context informs us it was 
here. Amos, as I have obſerv d, had threatned the 


Houſe of Ferobogm with Deſtruction by the Sword: 


Not that the Prophet ſpake maliciouſly againſt 
him; but as tenderly forewarning him of a Judg- 
ment that God Himſelf had denounc'd, and which 
was ſoon after fulfill'd againſt his Son Zachariah 
by the Hands of Shallum the Son of Nabeſh (c). 
However, This, Amaziah thought, would not near- 


ly enough affect Feroboam himſelf, to raiſe his In- 4 
dignation againſt the Prophet: The Story there- 7 
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(b) Amos VII. 9. On Kings XV. 10. 
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The Schools of the Prophets. 3 


fore muſt be improv'd ; and what the Prophet had 
denounc'd againſt his Houſe, muſt be reported. to 
the King as if threatned to his Perſon, Then Ama- 
: 21ah the Prieſt of Bethel ſent to Feroboam, Kang of I, 
' rael, ſaying, Amos hath conſpir d againſt thee in the 
» midſt of the Houſe of Iſrael: the Land 2 not able to 
bear all by Words. For thus Amos ſaith, Feroboam ſhall 
die by the Sword, and Iſrael ſhall ſurely be led a- 
way Captive out of their own Land (d). How the 
King took this, and what Anſwer he made to it we 
do not read: But it ſeems from the next words that 
the Idolatrous Prieſt had Encouragement enough 
to inſult the Prophet, and to forbid his appear- 
ing any more before the King. Alſo Amaziab ſaid 
unto Amos, O thou Seer, go, flee thee away into the Land 
f of Judah, and there eat Bread, and propheſie there: 
; 
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# There perhaps thou wilt find more Encourage- 
ment, fince there it is likely thy Prophecies will 
meet with more Regard : But propheſie not again any 
more at Bethel, for it us the King s Chapel, ph, it j the 
Meg Court (e). An effectual Way this to quiet the 
Minds of Courtiers under the Convictions of fin, 
viz, to diſmiſs the Chaplain from Waiting that 
ſhall apprize them of their Guilt! The Anſwer, 
which the Prophet returns to the Prieſt, is ſuch as 
became the Mouth of one that ſpake by a ſuperior 
Authority to that which forbad him : He gives 
him to underſtand that the [udgments which he 
had denounc d, he had denounc'd by the Divine 
Authority and Command ; and That convey d. to 
him not in the Courſe of the ordinary way of train- 
ing up to Prophecy, but by virtue of an imme- 
diate Inſpiration and Call, which unſought and. 
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(d) Amos VII. 10, 11. (e) Ib. v. 12, 13. 
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4 £88 Schools of the Prophets. 


unexpected he had receivd from God: Then an- ; 


ſwer d Amos and ſaid to Amazzah I was no Prophet, nei- 
ther was 1 a Prophets Son: 1 was neither by Birth 
nor by immediate Separation from the Womb, ſet 
apart, or conſecrated to the Office of Prophecy ; 
nor did I] receive my Education in any of the Col- 


leges or Schools where Students are train d up and y 


made fit to perform it: But I was an Heraman and 
a Gatherer of Sycomore Fruit; leading an humble, 
country Life, among Sheep-coats and Folds, con- 


cern d for nothing but to provide Paſture for my 


Flock, thoughtleſs of any higher Condition or 


Employ, and void of any ſuperior Knowledge or 


Skill. - So far out of the ordinary' Road of Pro- 
phets, the LORD took me (ſaith he) as I follow d the 
Flock, and the LORD ſaid unto me, Go, propheſie un- 


to my People Iſrael. 


Thus the Prophet aſſerts and vindicates his Com- 
miſſion and Call, ſhews it to be independent upon 
any Power on Earth, and conſequently that he 
was accountable for the Exerciſe of it to no man. 
After which he concludes with repeating and con- 
firming the Judgments he had denounc d, but ad- 
ding withal a particular Judgment againft Ama- 
x iah, for daring to queſtion and diſpute his Autho- 
rity : Now therefore hear thou the Word of yo Lord; 
Thou ſayeſt Propheſie not againſt Iſrael, and drop not 
thy ee the Flouſe WT ſaac: Mentee cha 
faith the LORD, Thy Wife ſhall be an Harlot in the 
City, and thy Sons and thy Daughters ſhall fall by the 
Sword, and thy Land ſhall be divided by Line: and 
thou ſhalt die in a polluted Land, and Iſrael shall ſure- 
ly. go into Captivity forth of hu Land A 


(CF) Ib. v. 16, 17. 
1 Thus 


1 
Sl 


4 The Schools of the Prophets. 5 


Thus we have ſeen both the Occaſion and the 
| Import or Meaning of the Text: But l have no 
Deſign to treat of it at preſent as it Rands related 
td the Context, (in which Light it would afford 
ns many uſeful Obſervations worthy to be inſiſted 
upon at another Time ; ) But 1 ſhall now conſider 
the Words ſeparately and by themſelves, and ſhall 
endeavour to make ſuch Uſe of them only, as 
may be proper to the preſent Seaſon and Solem- 
nity : With this view, 1 ſhall obſerve 


I. In the FigsT Place, That here is a direct In- 
timat ion, that, even in the Ages of Inſpiration, the 
Fews, had ſettled Colleges or Schools for the Educa- 
on of Prophets, and to fit and diſpoſe them for 
Kc Reception of the Spirit. | | 


II. SEconDLy, That here is alſo a tacit Conceſ- 
Son, that God uſually choſe His Prophets from 
hence, and that none could ordinarily be engag'd 
in that Office, unleſs he had been train d up to it 
py ſuch Education. 


III. Tairpry, That here is an Inſtance, that up- 
pn Exerciſing this Office, without ſuch preceeding 
Preparation and Study, the Prophet was expected 
Fo be able to alledge an immediate Inſpiration and 
Tall from God, 


3 Theſe Heads therefore, with other Obſervati- 
Ins which they will ſuggeſt, and a ſuitable Appli- 
ation of the whole at laſt, 1 propoſe for the Sub- 
ct of my preſent Diſcourſe. 
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I. And FixsT I would obſerve that here is a di. Inf 
rect Intimation, that, even in the Ages of Inſpira- "the 


tion, the Fews had ſettled Colleges or Schools for the 


Education of Prophets, and to fit and diſpoſe - 
them for the Reception of the Spirit. This I take 


to be ſuggeſted by the very firſt Branch of Amor; 
Anſwer to Amaziah: I was no Prophet ( faith he 
neither was I a Prophet , Son: a direct Implication 


that there were at that time in IJſrael not only & 
Prophets but Prophets Sons. Now by the Son of « © 


Prophet, it is plain from other paſſages of Scripture, 
which 1 ſhall have occaſion to mention by and by, 
1s to be underſtood one who, under the Care and 


Direction of a Prophet, was educated or train d © 
up as a Diſciple or Scholar: If then a Prophets Son | 
be a Prophet s Diſciple; it is reaſonable we ſhould | 


underſtand by a Prophet in the Text ( fince it is te 


there oppos d to a Prophet's Son) not only one who | 


was actually endu d with the Spirit of Prophecy th 


(without which to be ſure a Man could not be a Pro- 
phet;) but one who was alſo engag d as a Tutor or 
Inſtructor to fit and diſpoſe others for the ſame Of- 
fice with himſelf. So that both Terms together 
ſeem clearly to intimate that there was a ſettled 8 
Method amongſt the Fews for training up Students 


to the Prophetick Office, which was not ordinarily We 


attain d but by long Application, Study and Ule. 


And indeed if we look back into the ancient 
Records both of Fews and Gentiles, we ſhall find 
plain Footſteps remaining of great Preparations | 
which thoſe Perſons went thro, who offer d them- } 
ſelves as Candidates for the Power of Prophecy. 
As to the Heathens, who ſought only after a Spirit . 
of Divination, we are told of ſome very ſolemn Ce- 
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4 The Schools of the Prophets. 7 
"Femonies which they us d, to fit themſelves for the 
di. Influx of their imaginary Deities, and to call forth 
ra- "the Souls of Dead Men into themſelves to enable 
he chem to preſage things future and contingent (g). 
fe The Heathens indeed are no proper Inſtances of 
ke the Preparations that are neceſſary to the receiy- 
Ss; ag an Influx which is truly Divine: But fince it 
e may be provd that they us d ſuch Preparations 
_—_— by the way too will be allowd to have 
been inſtrumental to the obtaining the Aſſiſtance 
of thoſe Perſons they ſubmitted to and ador'd; ) 
re, and fince moſt of the Rites, which were practis d 
w the Heathens, were taken up in Imitation of 
nd the Rites which the true God had preſcribd to be 
1d @bſervd in the Worſhip of Himſelf; it may not 
on Wnfairly be preſum d that thoſe Preparations which 
1d he Gentiles went thro, to fit themſelves for the re- 
15 \Teiving the Spirit of Divination, were in imitation 
ho pr mimickry of ſome preparatory Diſcipline, which 
cy the Fews obſery'd as neceſſary to fit themſelves for 
o- the Spirit of Prophecy. 
Not that we want Proofs amongſt the 7ewiſh 
riters themſelves, as well too amongſt the in- 
pir d ones as thoſe that were not, of regular Col- 
eges or Schools ſet apart for training up Students 
o the Prophetick Office. Some of the Modern 
ly ew, indeed carry their Accounts of theſe Schools 
higher than they have any Authority to ſupport 
nt them; pretending to trace them to Abraham, and 
nd to Noah, to Seth, and to Adam (h). It is true the 
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ll G R. Albo. Maam. 3. c. B. as cized publica Hebræorum, p 12. & A- | 

3 mith in his Diſcourſe of Pro- | way ra of the Schools amon 

hecy c. 8. in his Select Diſcourſes the Hebrews in his Diſcourſes o 

F- 240. the Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Polity 

00 Vide Jacob. Alting. de Re: of the Jews. c. 5. P. 128. Kc. 
Sirit 
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8 The Schools of the Prophets. 4 
Spirit of Prophecy might more or leis reſide among t 
the Patriarchs and others from the earlieſt Ages P 
And it ſeems clear from the famous Prediction of * d 
Moſes, viz. The LORD thy God ſhall raiſe up umn C 
thee a Prophet from the midſt of thee, of thy Brethren © 
like unto me, unto him ſhall ye hearken (i); It ſeem: - A! 
clear l ſay from this Prediction, that tie Prophe 1 
tick Spirit was to be continually amongſt them. 1 
is certain indeed thoſe Words do principally and 4 
ultimately point at Chri# to whom St Peter ap | 
plies them (e); But it is evident likewiſe that they 
muſt be alſo underftood of a Succefſzon of Prophets 
ſince without ſuch - Succeſſion the Completion o 
them would have been no Security or Defence to © 
the preſent /ſraehtes againſt Enchanters and Divi ! 
ners, as it appears from the Context it was deſignd F 
to be. However tho the Gt and Spirit of Prophe: 
cy might be always amongſt the ems; yet the In. F 
ſtance of a preparatory Exerciſe and Diſcipline in or- 
der for attaining it does not appear ſo ancient as the 
modern Jewiſh Writers are willing to belieye, 
Not but that it is evident, from the firſt Teſti- 
mony we read of them, that there were ſettled Col- F 
leges or Schools for this purpoſe ancienter than 
any Account we have left of them. Ihe firſt Men- 
tion of ſuch a College we ſind in the Tenth Qhap . 
ter of the Firſt Book of Samuel, where there is an Ac 
count of Sauls meetang, and joining himſelf to, s ? 
Company of Prophets at the Hill of God as they came down 
From nhe laigli- Place with Mukck before them (4). What 
the Text expreſſes by a Company of Prophets, Moſt 
Commentators, as well Jewiſh as Chriſtian, agree 
to interpret of a Society of Students devoting 
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& The Schools of the Prophets. 9 


one themſelves to the Study and Attaining of Pro- 
es, phecy. Where and what this Hil! of God was, is 
of * diſputed by Interpreters: But the moſt probable 
n Conjecture is, that it was in Gibeah of Benjamin, 
en the Place where Saul s Father dwelt (n); and that 
m it was call'd the Hill of God, as well upon the Ac- 
he. count of the Company of Prophets who had here 
1 dedicated themſelves to the Service of God, as 
ine alſo becauſe of its being a High-Place whereon 
ap the People were usd to offer Sacrifice. However 
je It is certain that here was a Garriſon of the Phili- 
ets ines kept in the ſame Place, whom, tho Enemies 
of to the People and the true Worſhip of God, Grotius 
to ®blerves to be preferrable to many Chriſtians 
vi how; in that in the Heat of their Conqueſts they 
were careful to preſerve thoſe places from Ra- 
he. pine where Learned Men were employ d in ſacred 
Studies (n). The Reaſon why theſe Prophets came 
down from the Hill with Muſck before them, and 
the Het which it had upon Saul when he met 
them, I ſhall have Occaſion perhaps to mention 
in the Sequel. At preſent 1 ſhall go on to take 
Notice of ſome other Colleges or Schools, of which 
e have ſome Mention in the ſacred Writings, 
The next that occurs is in the Nineteenth Chapter 
yf the Book now before us, where we read of a 
ac. like Company of Prophets at Naioth in Ramah, "ow: 
ing with Samuel, who ſtood as appointed over them (o), 
nd whoſe Propheſying it ſeems, had the ſame 
Power and Influence upon Saul and his Meſſengers 


LI 
* 1 
* 


— es, 


A (m) It is plain from v. 11,1 3,14. of a Garriſon of Philiſtines which 

er this happen d towards the end of was kept in Gibeah. 

ing 4 daul's Journey, where his Uncle dwelt, (n) Fee Grotius on the place, and 
where he himſelf was well known: de [ur Bell. & Pacis. 1.3. c. 1 1. $.10, 

Ad we alſo read in Ch. XIII. 2, 3. I Sam. XIX. 20, &c. 


B who 


10 The Schools of the Prophets. 44 
who came to apprehend David, as we read it had 
upon Saul himſelf before, at the Hill of God. Af. 
ter this again we read in the Second Book of Kings 
of 8 ſuch Schools in the Days of El.. 
jab, and of his Succeſſor Eliſba: As in the Second 
Chapter, for Inſtance, we have expreſs Mention 
made of the Sons of the Prophets that were at Be- 
thel (p), and of others that were at Jericho (q): In 
| the Fourth Chapter we have an Account of Eli. 
5 bas coming to Gilgal, and of the Sons of the Pro- 
1 pheta that were there ſitting before him (r): And in 
1 the Fifth again we read of ſome Sons of the Prophets 
if who belong d to Mount Ephraim (s); and laſtly in the 
, Twenty Second Chapter (in our own Tranſlation 
at leaſt ) there is Mention made of a College, where 
a Propheteſs dwelt at Feruſalem (t). So that it ſeems 
as if they were diſpers d thro' all the Cities of the 
Iſraelites, that they might be every where at Hand 
to inſtruct, or encourage, or reprove the People. 
; And it is certain that the whole Kingdom was ſo 
þ well ſupply d with them in the Reign of Ahab, © 
that one good Man alone ( 0baa:ah by Name) had | 
| an Opportunity of hiding an Hundred of them at 
if ance, by Fifty in a Cave, from the Perſecution of 7 : 
| 
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Fezebel, and That, after ſhe had cut off and flew © 
the main Body of them (a). | % 

From the Places above cited it will be eaſy to 
confirm what I have but barely hinted in the Open- 
| ing of this Head: viz. that the Son- of the Prophets 
| were their Diſciples or Scholars, who under the Care } 
and Tuition of ſome one eminent amongſt them, : 


| p) 2 Kings II. 3. 32 Kings V. 22. = 
bi q) lb. v. 5. | t) 2 Kings XXII. 14. 3 
| 1 1 Kings XVIII. 47 13. 3 
were I | 


r) 2 Kings IV. 38. 
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* The Schools of the Prophets. 11 
ad 'W were taught and inſtructed in the ſame Office of 
f. Propheſy. They are mention d we ſee as ſo nu- 
2% merous and frequent, that they could not be their 
1. Sons by Nature or Birth, but were only ſo call d 
1d upon the Account of their being brought up under 
Dn their Tatelage and Care: A Relation that has been 
e- always indifferently expreſs d either by Father and 
In Son, or by Maſter and Diſciple. Accordingly when 
Ii. one asks, Who u the Father of the Prophets at the 
Hill of God? He is underſtood to mean, Who 1s 
in their Inſtructor or Teacher (x)? And when Elba 
ts: whom I ſhall ſhew to have been only the Diſciple of 
he Elijah, ſaw his Maſter taken from him, he call'd 
on .outto him in his Exclamation, My Father, My Fa- 
ther (y). In the fame ſenſe we find our Saviour long 
ms afterwards calls his Diſcipies his Children (, and 
he St Paul claims the Title of Father over the Corinthi- 
ant, becauſe in Chriſt Feſus, he had begotten them thro 
le. the Goſpel; whom therefore he ſtiles his beloved Sons; 
ſo \ as immediatly afterwards he alſo calls his Diſciple 
Timothy, his beloved and faithful Son in the Lord (a). 
ad And in Conformity hereunto both the Chaldee 
Paraphraſe and the Syriackh Verſion, in the Places 
above mention d, render what we tranſlate the Sons 
= of the Prophets by the Prophets Diſciples. 
And indeed the whole Account that I ſhall give 
of theſe Prophets will be one continu d Confirma- 
tion of this Expofition of that Phraſe. However 
ſince I am upon it, I ſhall firſt take notice of two 
places in particular, which ſeem moſt clearly to 
point out this Relation. The firſt is, where we have 
= Mention of a Company of Prophets at Naioth in Ra- 


_—_— 


8 1 Sam. N. 12, ) Mark X. 24. NG 
7) 2 Kings II. 12. 4) 1 Cor. IV. 14, 15, 17. 
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mah, and Samuel ſtanding as appointed over them (b); | 
the other is, where there is an Acount of Eliſha's | 
1 returning to Gilgal, and of the Sons of the Prophets 
t fitting before him (c). I think it is not to be doubted | C 
burt that the Sons of the Prophets and a Company of | le 
if Prophets are only two Terms us d to denote the 
4 {ame Order of Men: and that Samuel, ſtanding as 

\i appointed over the one, and the ſitting of the other be- 
i fore Eliſha, have alſo the ſame Meaning belonging 


1 

co each of them; viz. that Samuel and Eliſha were 
| as Governors , Tutors and Inſtruftors to their reſpe- 
| ctive Pupils. It is certain that both Terms exactly 
correſpond to the Method then us d in the inſtru- 
cting of Diſciples; which was for the Maſter to 
ſit in an Eminence above, and the Diſciples up- 
on a lower Form at his Feet: In alluſion to which 
when the Sons of the Prophets at Bethel and Feri- 
cho would give Notice to Hiſba of the Deſign of 
N the LoRD to remove Hijab from him, they ex- 
. preſs it by taking away his Maſter from his Head (d) 
bt. and when St Paul gives the Jews an Account of 
1 his Education, he tells them he was brought up at 
e,, ben ti: 
1 Having thus ſettled the Relation, between the 
0 Prophets and the ir Sons, and ſhow d that the one were 
bt the Pupils or Diſciples of the other; let us in the 
' next place enquire into the Methods of their Edu- 
{8 cation, and ſee by what Studies they were prepar d 
[al and made fit for their Office. 

p And here firſt it may be proper to begin with 
the Places of their Habitation: For it ſeems they 


| did not perſue their Studies, each one ſeparately 
0 b) 1 Sam. XIX. 20. 80 2 * I. 3. 4. 
11 (33 Kings IV. 38. 1 Acts II. 3. 
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by himſelf, at his own private Dwelling ; but, for 
the Benefit and Advantage of publick Exerciſe 
” and Diſcipline, united together into Societies and 
Communities, each of which had convenient Col- 

leges for their Abode, where they liv d under the 
Government of ſome noted Prophet, who was ap- 
pointed, it is probable, by a Divine Election to 


de their Preſident or Head. For thus the Sons 
of the Prophets (at Gz{zal as it is ſuppos d) livd 
with Hliſba; and grew . numerous under ſo emi- 
nent a Maſter, as that the Place where they dwelt 
being at laſt too ſtrait for them, they were foro d 
to deſire Eliſhas Leave for the enlarging their 
Buildings (F). Accordingly, with his Approbation 
and Conſent, they lay a new Foundation upon 


the Banks of Jordan: a Place ſingled out for the 


ſame Reaſon, which, I ſuppoſe, mov d the Prophets 
before mention d to fix their Refidence at the Hill 


of God, viz. becauſe ſuch Places, being remote from 
the Noiſe and Hurry of Towns, were more ſuit- 
able to a ſtudious and contemplative Life. 


«Rs 
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bu alſo common d together upon ſuch Proviſions 


In theſe Places it is probable they not only liv'd, 


as were there provided for them at the Direction 


of their Preſident. For ſo we find at the College 
pf Gilgal, juſt now nam d, Eliſpa ordering Pottage 
o be ſeethi d for the Sons of the Prophets (g): upon 
"Which an excellent Commentator (/) takes occaſi- 


: dn to obſerve, that the Food which was provided 
for them was plain and common; ſuch as the Gar- 


Jens and Fields would afford, without much Labour 


Ind of ſmall Price. Tho might 1 preſume to add 


ny own Conjecture, 1 ſhould impute the Plain- 


1 1 


I (ſ) Kings VI. 1, 2. (g) 2 Kings IV. 38. (bh) Bp Patrick. 
. | | neſs 
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neſs of the Proviſion here mention d to the Dearth, 
which we are told, by the ſame verſe, was then in! « 
the Land, which might hinder the People from 
bringing in other Proviſion for their Support: For f 
two or three verſes lower it looks as if they were} © ( 
maintain d at the publick Expence ; there being |” ; 
expreſs Mention made of twenty Loaves of Barley, 2 
Bread of the Firſt Fruits and full Ears of Corn in the! | ; 
Hus thereof which were brought by one Man, in 1 
this Time of Scarcity, and offer d to Eliſba for tge 3 
Uſe of his College. } 
This ſeems to have been their Manner and Way \x 
of Living. As to their Study and Employment, we i 
ſhall find it was to be inſtructed in the whole My- I 
ſtery of Prophecy: i. e. not as it ſignifies the bare 1 
h 

1 

\ 
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Foretelling of future Events; but in the largeſt 2 
and fulleſt fignification of the Word, as it implies 
the uttering or ſpeaking ſomething by a Divine 
Impulſe or Inſpiration, whatever Time it may re- 
ſpect, whether paſt, preſent, or to-come. Nay ® 
even Giving Thanks and Praiſing God with Songs and 
Inſtruments of Muſick in the Houſe of the Loxůo, 
is in the Firſt Book of Chronicles call d Propheſyin; 
with Harps, with Pſalteries and Cymbals (i). And if 
St Paul uſe Propheſying in the ſame Senſe, when he 
allows a Woman to propheſie, provided ſhe does it 
with her head cover 4(k); it may not be difficult to 
reconcile that Paſſage of him with another, in 
which he does not permit Women to ſpeak (i. e. bx 
way of Teaching or Inſtructing) but exprelsly ? 
enjoins them to 4eep Silence in the Chrurch (l). But 
whatever might be the Meaning of the Apoſtle in 
that Place, it is certain that the ſetting forth the 


— 4 


(i) 1 Chron. XXV. 1—7. (I) 1 Cor. XI. 5. (0) 1 Cor. XIV. 4. 3 
| Glory 
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Glory of God in Hymns of Praiſe, was one prin- 

1 2 cipal Part of the Exerciſe perform d at the Pro- 
n [7 phetick Schools. For in this Senſe mult be under- 
rf ſtood the Propheſying before-mentiond, of the 
Company of Prophets at the Hill of God, with a 
g P ſaltery, and a'Tabret, and a Pipe, anda Harp (m); 
7 ; and alſo the Propheſying of the others at Nazoth 
e in Ramah(n), tho there is no particular mention 
n made in this latter place, of their Inſtruments of 
* Muſick. The Reaſon why this ſolemn Singing of 
Hymns has the Name of Propheſying given to it, 
y was perhaps becauſe their Songs were immediatly 
ve infpird by the Holy Ghoſt, and ſuggeſted to the 
Prophets themſelves as they Sung: tho it might 
re not unaptly be expreſs d by that Name, ſhould the 
[ft Matter of their Songs have been precompos d; if 
ſo be the firft Authors of them ( whoever they 
2 were) composd them originally by Divine Inſpi- 
ration. For in that Paſſage of the Chronicles, which 
I mention d but now, the Sons of Aſaph and of 
Hleman &c. are ſaid to propheſie (as praiſing God 
with prophetical Compoſures) tho the Pſalms 
which they ſung were beforehand endited by Da- 
it did for their Uſe (o). And it is remarkable that in 
the Account of the Company of Prophets pro- 
pheſying at Nazoth, Samuel is ſaid to be ſtanding 
= amongſt them as appornted over them; who being 
in F amply indud with the Gift of the Spirit, it is not 
impoſſible but that the Hymns or Songs which 
his Diſciples ſung were fuch as he himſelf had 
2 composd by the lnfpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 

in But this I offer only as a Conjecture: However 
think we may fairly infer from what is here ſaid 


A— 


(m) 1 Sam. X. 5,10. (n) 1 Sam. XIX. 20. (e) See Air Mede p. 59. 
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of Samuel, that the Singing ſuch Hymns to the 
Glory of God was an Exerciſe or Duty which the 
Maſters taught and the Scholars learn'd, in the 
Prophetick Schools. 
The firſt, and to be ſure the principal, Deſign 
of theſe Inſtructions, was that they who devoted 
their whole Study and Time to-the Honour of 
God, might always be provided with ſuitable Acts 
of Adoration and Praiſe, for his Worſhip and Ser- 
vice. Not but that this Practice ( like other Du- 


ties of Religion) had a natural Tendency to faci- |? 


litate and promote a Progreſs in their Studies, 
For by ſuch a conſtant and daily Uſe of Pſalmoay, 
they kept themſelves continually in ſuch due Tem- 
per of. Mind, as might the better diſpoſe them 
for the Divine Breathings of the Prophetick Spi- 
rit; which beingof a mild, and free, and gentle, 
Nature, would not conſort with Sadneſs, or me- 
lancholy and turbulent Paſſions, but alwaies choſe 
an eaſy, calm, and chearful, Diſpoſition. Of this 
we have a remarkable Inſtance in Hiſba, who, 
tho he poſſeſs d a double Portion of this Spi- 
rit(p), yet could not exert it whilſt his Paſſions 
were diſorder d, but was forc'd to wait till he was 
calm and eaſy : For ſo we read that, upon ſome 
Indignation that he had conceiv'd againſt the King 
of Iſrael, he could not propheſy unto the King of 
Fuadah, till he was ſooth'd again and quieted by 
the Help of a Minſtrel. As the LO RD of Hoſts liv- 
eth (ſaith he) before whom I ſtand ; ſurely were it not 
that I regard the Preſence of Fehoſhaphat the King of 
Judah, I would not look toward thee nor ſee thee : But 
now bring me a Minſtrel: And it came to paſs, when 


— 


(p) 2 Kings II. 9 — 13. 
. the 


T he Schools of the Prophets. 17 


the NMſinſtrell 7 that the Hand of the LORD, i. e. 
the Spirit of Prophecy, came _ him (J). 

One end therefore, we may fuppoſe, of their ap- 
plying themſelves ſo diligently to the Uſe of P/al- 
mody and Muſick was to keep themſelves ſerene 
and void of ſuch Diſturbances as might be a Let 
or Hindrance to this peaceable Spirit. Over and 
above which it is likewiſe reaſonable to believe 
that it alſo conduc'd to the communicating of this 
Influence from the Prophet to the Hearers: viz. 
by working up the Thoughts and Imaginations of 

their Diſciples to a Sympathy with their own; by 
which means their Principles would be more ea- 
fily inſtill'd, and the Spirit it ſelf more readily con- 
vey d. The Caſe of Saul is a very remarkable In- 
ſtance of this: Who coming to the Hill of God, and 
there hearing the Prophets propheſying in the 
manner deſcrib d above, was turn d directly into 
another Man, hs Heart being chang d and he pro- 
pheſying amongſt them (r): The very ſame Event 
which happen d firſt to his Meſſengers, and then 
again to himſelf, ſometime afterwards, when he 
would have fetch d David by force from among 
the Prophets at Naioth (6). From this powerful 
Influence upon ſuch as oppos d themſelves as Ene- 
mies to the Holy Spirit of God; we may gueſs 
what Energy and Force it muſt have upon thoſe 
who were predispos d to receive it. And indeed 
that ſuch a Method muſt be very .inſtrumental to 
raiſe an Agreement and Sympathy of Mind ; we 
may partly judge from thoſe ſmall Reſemblances 
of it which we our ſelyes have ſometimes felt, 
when from a chearful and free overflowing of 
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(7) Kings III. 14,15. (7) 1 Sam. X. 9, 10. (5) 1 Sam. XIX. 2024. 
C Reaſon 
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Reaſon in an intelligible, but yet unexpected, way, 
in a Perſon who has diſcours d to us upon a Sub- 
je& perhaps unknown to us before; We have per- 
ceiv d, even without theſe extraordinary Helps, like 
Thoughts and Sentiments to ariſe in our ſelves. 

But I need not enlarge any further upon this: 
My principal Deſign in it being only to ſhow that 
even the Methods of Education, that appear to 
have been us d in the Prophetick Schools, are a ſuf- 
ficient Proof that Prophecy was a Sience amongſt 
the Jews, and that Men were train d up to it by 
Management and Art. 

It will be neceſſary however to proceed a little! 
further to ſhow that the other Parts of the Pro- 
phetick Office, as well as this which I have now |? 
been mentioning, were what the Diſciples or Sons tl 
of the Prophets were inſtructed in and practis d. 
This may partly be inferr d from the Duties they 
were put upon, whilſt they were only Probatio- 
ners under the Tuition of their Governours or | 
Guides: By which it ſeems they were often em- 
ploy d as their Deputies or Proxies to execute their Þ 
Orders, and to do ſome leſſer Offices in their Stead: Þ 


which to be ſure was done not ſo much to ſpare Þ Pr 
the Labour of the Prophet, as to teach their Scho- it | 
lars the Buſineſs, to which they expected, one day fict 
or other, in their own Right to be call d. Thus, dil 
for inſtance, we find one of the Chilaren of the Pro- wi 
phets employ d by Ekſba to anoint Fehu the Son of ge 
Fehoſhaphat to be King over Iſrael (i). Tho the prin- dat 
cipal Buſineſs to which theſe Students applied a! 


themſelves was undoubtedly the Study of the Law 
of God, in order to teach and explain it to the 


— 
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People. For that this was an Office which the 
Prophets perform d we may learn from the Que- 
ſtion which the good Shunammite was ask d by her 
Husband, when ſhe was going to Ehſba to implore 
his Aſſiſtance for the raifing of her Child: Where- 
fore ( ſaith he) wilt thou go to him to day? it 1j nei- 
ther New-Moon nor Sabbath (u): which evidently 
alludes to a Reſort of the People to the Prophet 
at thoſe ſolemn Times, for the inſtructing and di- 


recting them in the Will of God. And it is ſup- 


pos d to have been in right of this part of his Fun- 
Ction that the Man from Baarſbaliſpa, mention d 


a A little lower, brought to him the Offering of the 


Firſt Fruits of his Corn(x). For the Firſt Fruits, by 
the Law, were to be given to the Przeſts (y): But 
the Prieſts having been driven away from the Ten 
Tribes ever ſince Feroboam's ſetting up his Calves 
at Bethel and Dan (z); it is not improbable but that 
the Maintenance that was us d to be given to them, 
might be now brought to the Prophets who took 
the care of inſtructing the People in their Stead. 
And indeed Preaching and Declaring the Duties 
of Religion is ſo very proper to the Buſineſs of a 
Prophet, that St Paul generally chuſes to expreſs 
it by Phopbeſying (a): And amongſt the difficult Of- 
ficers that God had appointed in the Church he 


i diſtinguiſhes thoſe who were peculiarly endu d 


with this Gift, by the Name of Prophets (b). It is 
generally believ d indeed, and upon good Foun- 
dation, that the Propheſying St Paul ſpeaks of was 
a Faculty of teaching the Myſteries of Religion 


lr ew 
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) 2 Kings IV. 23. (% Rom. XII. 6. 1 Cor. XIV. 
5 Ibid. v. 42. 31, 32. 1 Theſſ. V. 20. 
y) Numb. XVIII. 12. (6) Epheſ. IV. 11. 


(V 2 Chron. XI. 14. 
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by the Help of a Divine Illumination from above: 
and it is certain that the Notion of Propheſying 
implies in it not only the Office of expounding and 
interpreting the written Word, but a Power alſo 
of revealing the Secret Will of God, and a Gift 
of foretelling things to come. But even in this 
higheſt Senſe it will appear to imply no more than 
what our Diſciples at the Prophetick Schools, by 
their Study and Application, at laſt attain'd to. 
The Sons of the Prophets both at Bethel and Jericho 
were beforchand appriz d of the Deſign of the 
Lokd to remove Elijah from the Head of Eliſha (c): 
And it was alſo a certain Man of the Sons of the Pro- 
phets that denounc'd to Ahab, under the Parable 
of a Priſoner,the Judgments of God for his untime- 
ly Pity in his releaſing Benhadad, whom the Lond. 
| had appoined to utter deſtruction (d). And indeed 
when any Bleflings were to be promisd, or any | 
Judgments to be denouncd, or ſome extraordi- | 
nary Event to to be told to the People; the Meſ- 

ſenger was uſually choſen from theſe Schools, 

where, by their preceeding preparatory Exerciſe 

and Diſcipline, they were render d more ſuſcepti- F 
ble of the Divine Impulſe, by knowing as it were | 
how to cheriſh and encourage it, and in ſhort by 

their Concurrence to aſſiſt the Revelation. But 


this leads me directly to 


— — — — —— 22 33 


II. The Scoxp Obſervation which I made up- 
on the Text, viz. That it contains a tacit Conceſ- 
ſion that God uſually choſe His Prophets from | 
hence, and that none could ordinarily be engag d in 
the Prophetick Office unleſs he had been train d 


— cc _—_—_—— 


(c) 2 Kings IT. 3, 5. (4) L Kings XX. 35. &c. 
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up to it by ſuch Education: And this I take the 
ſame words to imply which 1 laid down as the 
| Foundation of the foregoing Head: [was no Pro- 

phet (faith Amos) neither was 1 a Prophet s Son, which 
he mentions to ſhow that it was ſomething extra- 
ordinary that he was endu d with the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy; which was not uſually given to any but 
thoſe who had made it their Buſineſs and Endea- 
vours to obtain it, by the Uſe of ſuch preparatory 
Exerciſe and Study, as might quality them to re- 
cCeive it. 

That this was really the Caſe, the ſame Hiſtory 
will inform us which has already been ſo uſeful to 
us in the former part of this Diſcourſe: All the 
Events, that are there ſaid to have been foretold, 
were declar d by Prophets, or Prophets Sons, or 
Men of God. Now the Power of Prophecy in the 
Prophets Sons is the Thing it ſelf J have undertook 
to prove: It only remains therefore that we know 
4 who are to be underſtood by thoſe that are call d 
Prophets: and Men of God. And theſe 1 imagine 
to have been the ſame with the former: Only as 
thoſe, who were as yet but Probationers, were pro- 
perly diſtinguiſh'd by the Sons of the Prophets; ſo 
the Title of Prophets and Mien of God might be re- 
E ſerv d for thoſe who were the Preſidents or Gover- 
nors of their Colleges or Schools, or were at leaſt 
8 Acepts in the Myſtery of Prophecy, and ſo were 
call d to the Exerciſe of their Office abroad. That 
this is no forcd Account of theſe Terms, I think 
may be inferr d from their being both of them 
mention d as the uſual Titles of Elijah firſt, and af- 
terwards of Eliſha; who were each of them, in 
their Order, firſt a Learner and then a Teacher in 
the Science of Prophecy. 1 ſhall only inſtance in 

| the 
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the Caſe of Eliſha as being the cleareſt of the two: 
His Preſiding over the Prophets, after the Aſſum- 
ption of Elyah, as their Inſtructor and Guide, has 
already been obſerv d from his Care in providing 
for them, from their ſitting before him in the Po- 
ſture of Diſciples, and from their addreſſing him 


for Leave to enlarge their Building: and that He 
himſelf had been train d up in the fame manner 
before, appears from the Character of him which 
was given by a Servant of Fehoram King of Iſrael, 
viz. that he had pour d Water on the Hands of Eli. 
jah (e): This ſhew'd that the one had formerly mi- 


niſter d to the other; and in what Quality or Re- 
ſpect, may be gather d from Elijah s being after- 
wards call d his Maſter and Father (F), which ſhows 
that Eliſba was his Diſciple or Son. So that Hu Cale 
alone is an Inſtance ſufficient that the Higbeſt De- 
gree of Inſpiration was attain d by thoſe that ap- 
ply d themſelves to it, by Study and Uſe. For El- 


Jha, we know, had a double Portion of the Spirit of 
his Maſter (g), which muſt ſignify at leaſt that he 
had the ſhare of a firſt Born, or doubly the Porti- F 
on of an ordinary Prophet; and is interpreted by F 
ſome (tho not I think upon very probable grounds) 


of twice as much as had been given to Elijab (gg). 


And that even the Leſſer Degrees were ſeldom 
beſtow d upon any but thoſe that were educated and 


train d up in ſuch previous Studies as might diſpoſe 


them for them; may be inferr d from the Wonder | 
which the People expreſs d at the Propheſying of 


Saul. For had it been uſual for thoſe to be endu d 
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with the Spirit, who had not gone thro' ſuch a 
preparatory Courſe ; Sauls bearing a Part with 
them in their Anthems or Hymns only, would not 


have caus d ſo great an Admiration as to have 
| given Riſe to a Proverb, as we find it did; it being 
| cuſtomary from that time, when any one was ob- 
ſerv d to riſe of a ſudden from an obſcure Condi- 


tion to ſome eminent Dignity, to ſay, 1s Saul alſo 


3 amongſt the Prophets (h)? The Amazement indeed 


was ſomething allay'd by a prudent Queſtion of a 
Stander- by; who ſeaſonably ask d them, who was 
their Father? i. e. who was the Father of that Com- 
pany of Prophets from whom the Spirit of the 


= Loxp was deriv d upon Saul? intimating, no doubt, 
| that the ſame God who enabled and aſſiſted them 


with His Spirit, could, if he pleas d, inſpire Saul alſo 
of a ſudden without the Help of any other Maſter 
or previous Education. And to be ſure the Power 
of God 1s not to be diſputed, However it is evi- 
dent from the Aſtoniſhment of the Beholders that 
the Caſe was exceeding novel and rare: And this 
Inſtance of it ſhows that it was more a Token of 
the Strength and Power of the Spirit in the Pro- 
phets, than of any due Tendency or Qualification 
in Saul: For it did not continue and remain with 


bim as a Habit, as it did with thoſe that were 
train d upto it by Diſcipline and Uſe ; but as ſoon 


as he was ſeparated from the Prophets, his Prophe- 


ſying ceas d: After which we read of it no more, 
till upon a like occaſion, at Naioth in Ramah, the 


Spirit of the Loxp came upon him again: But then 
it was alſo ſo unexpected and ſurprizing, that the 
Text tells us the old Proverb was renew d upon 
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(5) 1 Sam. X. 12. 
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it, viz. Is Saul among the Prophets (i)? Not that it is 
to be denied that Men ſometimes were endu'd with 
the Spirit of Prophecy without thear ſeeking it, 
and that they were calld to the Exerciſe of the 
Prophetick Office without any previous Preparati- 
ons of their own : But then it may be urg'd that, 
whenever this happend, the Prophet was expec- 


ed to be able to alledge an immediate Inſpiration 
and Call from God: Which was 


III. The TrixD Obſervation I made upon the 


Text, which gives us an Inſtance of this very Caſe Þ 
in the Perſon of Amos: I was no Prophet (faith he) |. 
neither was 1 a Prophets Son; but I was an Herdman, 
and a Gatherer of Sycomore Fruit. This we may pre- 
ſume was an Engagement and Employ that left Þ 
him but little Opportunity of improving himſelt | 
by Study, and leſs Expectations of being call'd to 
an Office which the greateſt Preparations did uſu- Þ 
ally preceed. And yet we find that how unex- 
pected ſoever it might be to himſelf, and how ſur- Þ 


prizing ſoever it might be to others; he is ſudden- 
ly remov d from his former Occupation, and un- 


dertakes to denounce the heavy Judgments of God | 


againſt Judah and Iſrael, againſt the Syrians and 
Philiſtines, andall the Neighbouring Nations about 
him. But was this any ſudden Motion of his own? 
Was it any extraordinary Holineſs or Sanctity, or 
any ſuperior natural Abilities that put him upon 
taking this Office upon himſelf? Far from it: He 
enters his Proteſtation againſt any ſuch ſurmize; 
and ſolemnly declares that both the Motion and 
the Power were entirely from God. The LORD 


(i) 1 Sam. XIX. 23, 24, 


took 
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took me (ſaith he) as I follow d the Flock, and the Loxp 
ſaid unto me, Go, propheſie unto my People Iſrael. And 
whom the Loxp vouchſafes ſo immediatly to call, 
we may be ſure He will ſupply to him, by the ex- 
traordinary Influence of His Spirit, whatever was 
wanting from a previous Education, But without 
{ſuch a Call and ſo extraordinary a Supply, the 
Words of Amos ſeem evidently to ſuppoſe that the 
Exerciſe of any part of the Prophetick Office, by 


one not educated and train d up amongſt them, was. 


beſide his Vocation. But I have been too large 
upon the Firſt Head of my Diſcourſe (which in- 
> deed was the principal one I had in my view) to 
inſiſt more particularly upon either of the latter. 
I ſhall therefore proceed to draw ſome uſeful Ob- 
ſervations from the Whole, which, with a ſuitable 
Application, will take up more time than I ought 
to hope for, after having ſpent ſo much already. 


1: : Firſt then, We may learn from what has been 
ſaid the Neceflity of a Method of Education and 
Diſcipline to qualifie Perſons tor the Offices of Re- 
ligion. We have ſeen that the Diſciples in the 
| Prophetick Schools, tho they expected to be aſ- 
ſiſted by Divine Inſpiration, did not neglect to im- 
prove themſelves, as far as they were able, by Ap- 
plication and Study. And tho perhaps the parti- 
cular Methods of Education are not ſo clearly diſ- 
cernd after the Accounts of thoſe Schools begin 


to fail; yet we may ſtill obſerve that moſt of the 


Prophets, of whom we have any Remains in the 

ſacred Text, have diſcover d themſelves to have 

been Men of a good Education. The Elegance of Iſai- 

ah, the Rhetorick of Feremiah,and the Skill of Ezebrel 

in Architecture and Geography, plainly ſhow the 
D 


Edu- 


— 
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Education of each of them to have been liberal 
and ingenuous. And the Viſdom of Daniel was ſo 
famous even in his Youth, that we find it gave 
Riſe to a Chaldean Proverb (). Nor is there any 
Grounds to imagine that theſe Endowments, were 
inſpir d, or that they receiv d them togther with 
the extraordinary Influence and Operations of the 


Spirit; ſince it appears that even thoſe, who were 


actually endu d with the Holy Ghoſt, ſtill us d the 
ſame Diligence, or rather more than before, to gain 


what Knowledge and Aſſiſtance they could, by the | 


Uſe and Help of ordinary Means. The laft men- 


tion d Prophet is an Inſtance of this, who, tho fa- |. 


_ 


vour d with Viſions and Revelations from the Loxo | 


beyond any that were before him, yet did not take 
occaſion from theſe gracious Diſpenſations to flac- |? 
ken his Study in the Holy Writings ; but indu- | 
ſtriouſly apply d himſelf to the reading and confi |? 


mole, the Myſteries reveal d in them. In the firſt 
year (la 


were beyond his own natural Underſtanding and 
Skill (n). 


Nor did Study ing grow leſs uſeful when, under | 


the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, Revelations grew clear- 
er: Timothy was the Darling Diſciple of St Paul, 


(k)-Bzek. XXVIII. 3. () Dan IX. 2. (m) Ibid. v. 22,23. an ci 


X. 11-21. 
| a Man 


ith he) of the Reign of Darius, I Daniel under- |: 
ſtood by Books, the Number of the years whereof the | 
Word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the Prophet, that 
He would accompliſh ſeventy Years in the Deſolation: 7 
of Feruſalem (1), And for this Induſtry and Pains 
to learn what he could by his own Application, he 
is declar d by Gabriel to be greatly belov d, and has 
thoſe things reveal d to him by the Angel, which 
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a Man extraordinarilyendow d with the Gift of the 
Spirit, and mark d out by Prophecy as one that {ſhould 
prove very uſeful and eminent in the Work of the 
Miniſtry (2). And yet this Man St Paul exhorts 
to give Attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, and to 
Doctrine (o). Where a late learned and excellent 
Father of our Church (þ) obſerves the Order of the 
Words to be very remarkable: He is advisd to 
give Attendance to Readme FIRST, and THEN 

to Exhortation and Doctrine; i. e. to be himſelf a 

wWell- read Divine, before he undertakes to inſtruct 
and teach others. The very Words too of the 
Apoſtle, he obſerves to be emphatical: For he 
adviſes Timothy not only to read and ſtudy, that 
he might be able to exhort and teach with Pro- 
fit, but to give Attendance to Reading, and not to 
neglect the Gift that was in him; but to meditate on 
the things that he had read and learn d, and to ad- 
dict and give himſelf wholly to them, All which Phra- 
ſes evidently ſignified that the greateſt Induſtry 
and Diligence were to be us d by him in Reading 
and Study, and the other Exerciſes that are there 
mention d. The ſame thing (ſaith he) which St 
Paul intends when he admoniſhes him afterwards 
to ſtir up the Gift of God which was in him (q): where 
the Greek Word ayaZwnvees fignifies to cheriſh and 
rekindle a Fire, by blowing and ſupplying it with 
new Fuel, which otherwiſe would be apt to be ex- 

tinguiſh'd and die. 

= Nayeven St Paul, who gave this Advice to his 
er Diſciple Timothy, and who was taught in the My- 


l $65 | — 


80 I Tim. I. 18. (p) Bp Bull's Sermon on 2 Tim 
77 9) 1 Tim. IV. 13. IV. 13. p. 114. 
(9) 2 Tim. I. 6. 


D 2 ſteries 


y 
- 
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ſteries of Religion by the Lord FESUS Fmſelf, 
and could boaſt of Viſſon, and Revelations and of 
Spiritual Gifts beyond all the Apoſtles (r); even this 
great Apoſtle, 1 ſay, thinks it an Advantage that 
he' had been educated and brought up at the Feet 
of Gamaliel (s). The Proficiency he then made in 
all the Parts of Human Literature under ſo emi- 
nent a Maſter, he found to the laſt of great Uſe 
and Service to him in his preaching and writ- 
ing both to Gentiles and Fews (t). Nor did his Inſpi- 
ration afterwards by the Holy Ghoſt ſuperceed his 
further Reading and Study ; on the contrary we 
may infer that he perſu'd them both, with the ſame 
Induſtry and Diligence that he did before. To 
what end elſe doth he write to Timothy to bring 
him hz Book-Caſe, his Books and his Parchments (u) 
What indeed I render by Boek-Caſe,is in our Engliſh 
Tranſlation call'd a Cloak: But the Original Word 
may be interpreted a Book-Caſe or Scriptore (x); and 
ſo it is render d in the old Syr:ack Verſion (y), and 
ſo it would agree better with the other things St 
Paul writes for here, viz. His Books and his Parch- 
ments: By the firſt of which are underſtood a few 
choice Books which the Apoſtle had collected; by 
the other he is ſuppos d to mean his Common. Place- 
Book, where in he had noted what he thought might 


G See 2 Cor. XI, XII. and age gig, a folded Vellum 
1 Cor, XIV. 18. or Parchment, which perhaps ( ſaith 
s) Act. XXII. z. Dr Hammond) may be all one with 
3 See Bp Bull wt ſupra p. 401. the wigzoparas, hereafter mention d; be. 
4) 2 Tim. IV. 13. cauſe they being mention d with a fac 
x) Sans, as in ſome Copies, or 2452 , but eſpecially, ſeem to de- 
A, as in others. Upon which words note ſomewhat which had been formerly 
ſee Phavorinus , Heſychius, and mention d, rather than any new thing. 
Leigh's Critica Sacra. See alſo Eſti- (Y) So alſo Tremellius's Verſion 
us upon the Place. Phavorinus alſo ( which is a Tranſlation of the Syri- 
ſays that Oe ſigniftes eint - ack) reads Domum Scriptorum c. 


be 
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| be of Uſe to him out of the many Books he had 
read ; which therefore being the Fruit of ſome 
| years Study he charges Timothy eſpecially to bring 
with him (x). So that let OD fignifie what it 
will; it is plain from the Text that our Apoſtle, 
tho inſpir d, had ſtill Occaſion for his Parchments 


read and make uſe of them, fince otherwiſe he ſent 
for them to no Purpoſe. | 

2. This is the firſt Obſervation which naturally 
” ariſes from the Subject of my Diſcourſe: And 
this as naturally ſuggeſts another not leſs pertinent 
or proper: And that is in relation to the Folly 
and Madneſs of ſome Enthuſiaſts amongſt us, who, 
under the Pretence of a Light within (which they 
2 blaſphemouſly aſſert to ſupply the Want of Hu- 
man Learning) deſpiſe and renounce thoſe ordi- 
2 nary means for the attaining of Knowledge which 


the extraordinary Diſpenſation of it, the Spirit of 
God was never given but to the Diligent and In- 
duſtrious, and to ſuch as did their Beſt to attain 
it. Even thoſe who expected and depended up- 
on the Illumination of the Holy Ghoſt, did not 
expect that the Spirit ſhould render their Studies 


the Other, The Aſſiſtance vouchſaf d by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is well expreſs'd by St Paul, where he 
© fates that the Spirit HELPETH our Infirmi- 
ties (a): It helps, not by doing every thing for us; 
but by affording it's Aſſiſtance where our own 


— — 


( ? ) See Eſtius and Grotius and Bull ut ſupra. - 
Pool, Synoplis on the Place: and (a) Rom. VIII. 26. 


Power 


and Books, and that he ſent for them in order to 


God affords. We have ſeen that in the Times of 


@ needleſs ; but rather us d the greater Diligence in 
the One, in order to obtain a greater Portion of 


N 
l 
| 
| 
: 
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Power fails. The Original Word is very expreſ- 
five and ſignificant : ZuvarnaauCdzra : It helps to- 
gether with and overgainſt us: As when one Man 
joins his Shoulders to help another in the Lifting 
of a Burthen. So that even the Extraordinary 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, whenever they are vouch- 
ſaf d, are not deſign d to ſuperceed our natural Fa- 


culties, but to aſiſt them; not to /lacken our In- 
duſtry but to encourage it. And therefore © the Di- 
« vine Aſſiſtance and Human Induſtry muſt alwaies 
«go together, and an Anathema 1s due to that 


“ Doctrine which ſeparates and divides them (0). 


Some few Inſtances indeed may be given of Men | 
that have been inſpir'd immediatly and of a ſud- 
dain, without any Application or Endeavors of 
their own: as was the Caſe of Amos in the Text, 
and perhaps of others of the Prophets, and of moſt F 
of the Apoſtles and Diſciples of our Lord: But then 
this alwaies happen d upon emergent Occafions,and Þ 


O 


ſo is not to be expected ordinarily in the Church. 
However if our modern Pretenders to Inſpiration Þ 
will ſhow the ſame Power and Demonſtration of the 


Spirit as the Prophets and Apoſtles; if they will 
confirm their Miſſion by Miracles and Signs, or by 


ſpeaking in Tongues which they never learn d; it | 


to theſe they will join the Apoſtolical Teſt and 
confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh (c), and 
preach the ſame Goſpel, and the ſame Goſpel on- 
ly, that was deliver d by him and his Apoſtles at- 
ter Him (d); we ſhall be ready to acknowledge their 
Spiritual Gifts, however meanly they may be 
furniſh'd with the Endowments of Nature, Nay 
we will join iſſue with them upon lower Terms 


n 


(d) Galat. I. 8, 9. 
than 


3 Bull ur ſupra. 


(e) 1 John. IV. 2. 
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than theſe ; Let them omit the extraordinary Teſts 
of their Miſſion, and only ſpeak conſiſtently with 
Decency and Sence, and they will not find us a- 
verſe to examine their Plea: But the Spirit, we 

are ſure, can never be the Author of Blaſphemy 


| and Nonſence, which yet moſt of them vent un- 


der Cover of his Name; no more than He can 
be guilty of Falſchood and Fraud, which the re- 
maining few would impute to him, who pretend 
to ſpeak thoſe things by Inſpiration, which it is 
plain they have gain d by Labour and Study which 
they would ſeem to decry. But 

* 3. Beſides theſe Enthuſiaſts who depreciate Hu- 
man Learning under pretence of being aſſiſted by 
a Divine Illumination; there are not wanting on 
the other fide thoſe who declaim againſt the Ne- 
ceſſity of either, under a Notion that the Rule of 


dur Faith is fo intelligible and eaſie, that there is 
nothing wanting but a good natural Underſtanding, 


Integrity and Teal to qualifie a Preacher to teach and 


explain it. This is Plea, againſt which the whole 


Tenour of my Diſcourſe lies ſtronger, (if poſſible) 
than it does againſt the former. For we have ſeen 
that thoſe who expected to have their Under- 
ſtandings enlighten d by the Holy Ghoſt, had ſtill 
occaſion for all the Learning and Knowledge they 
could attain to by ordinary means, to fit them 
for their Office. And therefore much more ſure- 
ly muſt they ſtand in need of all the Helps that 
Human Knowledge and Induſtry can ſupply, who 
undertake the Performance of the ſame Holy Of- 
fice, meerly upon the Strength of their own na- 
tural Abilities. Accordingly, if we look back in- 
to the Practice of the Fews whoſe Methods of edu- 


cating to the Offices of Religion haye already 
been 
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been ſo ſerviceable upon the former point ; we 
ſhall find they will equally bear us out in the con- 
demning the Preſumption of thoſe forward Pre- 
tenders, of whom we are now ſpeaking. No 1llite- 
rate Mechanick was ſuffer d amongſt them to jump 
immediatly from a Shop- board or Stall into a Pul- 
pit or Desk, as Impudence or Folly would puſh 
him on; nor indeed were any Perſons allow d to 
take upon themſelves the Othce of preaching, or 
reading publick Lectures in Divinity, till after 
they had been regularly prepar'd for it and or- 
dain d (e). To this end the Cities that were given 
by Lot to the Levites (), were as ſo many Uni- 
verſities for the training up Students to the Knoy- Þ 
ledge of the Law, from whence they were after - 
wards diſpers d, as there was Occaſion, into the 
ſeveral Synagogues to inſtruct the People (g). S0 
that the Keepeng of Knowleage, (as the Prophet (0) 
expreſſes it) was alwaies committed to the Prieſts 4 
Lips, and they who would ſeek the Law, were to 
ſeek it at hu Mouth, For he was the proper Meſſenger 
of the LORD of Hoſts ; i. e. the Perſon who was the 
fitteſt, both as to his Qualifications and Authority, 
to declare and explain the Will of God. 

Nor are ſuch previous Preparations leſs neceſ- 
ſary now under the Chriſt:an Diſpenſation, than 
they were formerly under the 7ewiſh. It is true, 
the New Teſtament is in moſt parts more eaſie to be 
_ underſtood than the Old; But ſtill we are aſſur d 
by one that writ part of it, that there are ſome 
things even in the New ſo hard to be underſtood that 


| 
. 


— . 


e) Li zhtfoot. Vol. T. p-. 612. g) Lightfoot ut ſupra. 
vd a. b. 56. — 8 Malachi IL 7. FP 


they 


«ky, 
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they who are unlearn d and unſtable may wreſt them 
to their own Deſtruction (i). And St Paul we find gives 
Inſtructions to Timothy ( notwithſtanding he had 
been vers d in the Holy Scriptures from a Child (4) 
and was then eſteem d learn d enough to be Biſhop 
of a Church) that he would ſtill gzve Attendance to 
Reading and Meditation, that he might be the bet- 
ter qualify d for Exhortation and Dottrine (1). And 
ſurely if Timothy a Contemporary of the Apoſtles, 
and a favourite Diſciple of one of the greateft a- 

mongſt them, of one who not only writ great part 
of the N. Teſtament, but indeed ſome of the moſt 
difficult Parts of the whole; if ſuch a one, 1 ſay, 
had ſtill occaſion to read and meditate to fit him for 
the Work of Exhortation and Doctrine; can we ima- 
gine that a Perſon at above ſixteen hundred years 
Diſtance from the Time that the lateſt of the Scri- 
ptures were compos d, ſnould be able to perform 


this Work, (as he ought to do) without any Reading 


or Meditation at all? 


But I need not, I believe, enlarge any further to 
expoſe the Abſurdity either of this, or of the for- 


mer, Pretence: What has already been ſaid is ſuf- 


ficient, I hope, to ſhow that altho they differ in 
Principle, yet in the Reſult they both agree; and 
that, tho they may ſeem, like Samſon's Foxes, to pull 
contrary ways, yet they are both detach'd from 
the ſame Quarter, and both combine to do Miſ- 
chief where thy go. For whether Learning be de- 
cry d as inſuſſicient on the one hand, or as ſuperflu- 
ous on the other; it is plain that both Sides contri- 
bute to obſtruct its Advancement, and ſo Igno- 
rance or Barbariſm is made way for by either. And 


() 2 Pet. III. 16. (I) 2 Tim. II. 15. () 1 Tim. IV. 13, 14. 
3 h 
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what Cauſe this is deſign d to promote, we may 
eaſily conjecture. Jenorance is the fruitful Mo- 
ther of Superſtition: For they who know nothing, 
are in a ready Diſpoſition to believe any thing. In 
the dark Ages of Chriſtianity the Lregs of Popery 
were not too groſs to be eagerly imbib'd : Nor 
could Men ſee their Errors, till Learning reviv'd 
again, in ſome parts of the Church, about the Time 
of the. Reformation. But as That let in Light, 
Truth gradually appear d. Nor is it in the Power 
of our Adverſaries to impoſe upon us again, fo 
long as we have Sence enough to diſcover the Cheat. 
And therefore no wonder if among ſo many E- 
miſſaries that are daily ſent out in different Diſgui- 
ſes to confound and delude us; ſome ſhould be em- 
ploy d in depreciating Learning which they know 
to be the greateſt Bar in their Way tt. 


++ I cannot help, upon this Occaſion, expreſſing my Surprize, 
that ſo Zealous an Aſſertor of the Proteſtant Caule, as my Lord of 
BAN GOR would ſeem, ſhould be found with our Enemies upon 
the Point before us. Who would haveimagin'd that ſo very diſcerning 
and diſtinguiſhing a Writer ſhould ever have repreſented Learn- 
ing as the chief and principal Cauſe of Doubts and Lifferences, and 
Tenoraxce as the ſafeſt and ſecureſt Guide to Truth and Certainty? 
or that one who bears at leaſt the Name of a Chriſtian Bilhop, 
ſhould aſſert a ſingle illiterate Man (purely upon the account of 
his want of Literature ) to be as capable of judging in Matters of 
Religion, as a General Council of the moſt learned Men, united 
in their Suffrages, and aſſembled together with the utmoſt Solem- 
nity (*)? What is this but to make way for Popery by introducing 
Ignorance Which is its Foundation and Support? And therefore 
is not there too much Reaſon to ſuſpect that His Lordſhip's In- 
ſtancing in the Popiſh Countries for the Proof of his Aſſertion, is 
but the ſtale Artifice which may always be obſerv'd to be pra- 
ctis'd by thoſe who are undefmining the Proteſtant Cauſe. It is 
certain mat His Lordſhip has had the Misfortune to advance ſe- 
veral Doctrines of the Romiſh Church: and (which is ſtill more 
unlucky ) at a Time when he was harbouring a Perſon in his 


(*) See his Lord/hip's Anſwer to the Repreſentation of the Com- 
mittee. p. 98. * 
5 Houſe, 
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But it is more than Time that 1 ſhould haſten 
to conclude: And yet it would be inexcuſable 
ſhould 1 wholly make an End of a Diſcourſe on this 
Subject, upon this Occaſion, and before this Au- 
dience, without obſerving the near Reſemblance 
we have the Happineſs to bear, in the Methods of 
our Education, to thoſe ancient Seminaries of 
which we have been ſpeaking. A Reſemblance, 1 
hope, that will always be a Motive to imitate 
them as cloſely in Application and Diligence. And 
then what ſhould hinder but that the one ſhould 
be as illuftrioas and uſeful as the other? We want 
| nothing neceſlary, or even convenient, to make us 
ſo, which they enjoy d: Our Diſcipline is as re- 
gular, and our Helps for Studying are as great: 
Our Manner of Living is as well contrivd to cafe 
us from Care, and our Dwellings as well ſcituated 
for Contemplation and Thought. In ſhort we are 
no ways inferior in outward Advantages, if ſo be 
we are not deficient as to thoſe from within, And 
we {hall not, 1 hope, be wanting to our ſelves for 
what it is purely in our own Power to ſupply. In- 
ward Piety and Goodneſs, and the Keeping the 
Mind continually in a ſerious, devout and heaven- 
ly Frame (which 1 have ſhewd to be Qualificati- 
ons that are eſſential to a ſtudious and contempla- 
tive Life) can only be the Effect of our own 
Watchfulneſs and Care. Not but that we 'have 


3 — A. 
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Houſe, who acknowledges himſelf to have been once a Jeſuite 
profeſs'd, and who is ſuſpected from his Conduct to be ſtill one 
in Diſguiſe. Whether His Lordſhip came into the Sentiments 
ot this Man by Surprize or Deſign, 1 ihall leave himſeif to deter- 
mine: But I think that ſo long as his Writings remain, it ought 
to be remember'd who was at his Elbow when he penn'd them. 


E 2 all 
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all the Help and Afliſtance, even in this reſpect, 
that Opportunities can afford us, by the Religious 
Proviſion that our Founders have made for the 
continual Return of Hours of Prayer. They knew 
how neceſlary an habitual Devotion was to keep 
Religion alive in the Heart: And they knew how 
incapable a Heart would be, without Religion, of 
receiving any Divine Impreſſions from above: And 
for this Reaſon, it was always their Principal Con. 
cern that, together with the Means of being learn d. 
we ſhould be provided with the means of being 
good, Since therefore we have ſuch happy Oppor- 
tunities for each, let us not, I beſeech you, render 
both ineffectual, by aiming at the one without 
the other. For an Obſervation of a wiſe Man that 
was made long fince, will be always true, that i HA. 
to a wicked Soul Wiſdom will not enter, nor dwell in a For 
Body that us ſubjett unto Sin (m). Not that we are 4e 
now, by any Means, to expect the ſame extraord: wel 
nary Meaſures of Inſpiration which were formerly 1 
vouchſaf d to the Prophetick Schools; - fince we Ma 
have not now the ſame Occaſion for them. Pro- In, 
vidence now does not call upon Men by any new who 
Revelations; but leaves them to be inſtructed and i £7? 
guided by the Old. All therefore that is now ne- N WI 
ceſſary to fit out and qualify the Man of God, let 
and to perfect the Saints for the Work of the Mini- An 
ſtry, is to be able to underſtand thoſe Revelati- wh 
ons that have already been given, and to apply“! 
them diſcreetly as new Occaſions ſhall ariſe. 80 0 
that the Reaſon why our Schools are not favour d of 1 
now with the ſame extraordinary Gifts and Graces, by 
with which the Prophetick Schools were endow di — 


— * 
(n) Wiſd. I. 4. | . wo 
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is not becauſe our Studies are of leſs Conſequence, 
or our Calling leſs important; but becauſe our 
ordinary Helps and Aſſiſtances are ſuperior to thoſe 
which they enjoy d; and becauſe, in a word, we 
have now the Benefit of their Revelations. Not 
but that God, if we ſtand in need of his Divine 
Illumination, and are duly qualify d with thoſe 
previous Diſpoſitions which he demands, will {till 
{o far aſſiſt our Endeavours, as to render thoſe 
things eaſie and intelligible, which, were we left 
to our own natural Underſtandings alone, would 
be difficult and obſcure. A Reflection that ſhould 
teach us, whenever we gain any new Degree 
of Light, not to aſcribe it to our own Abilt- 
ty and Parts, but to him who is the Author and 
Father of Light that cometh down from above (n). 
For even all our Endowments, whether natural or 
acquir d muſt be referr'd to him, fince all theſe, as 

well as thoſe that are ſupernatural , worketh that 
one and the ſelf-ſame Spirit, which divideth to every 
Man ſeverally as he will(s). Even Nature it {elf muſt 
in the laſt Reſolution be imputed to Grace: For 
who (ſaith the Apoſtle) maketh thee to differ from 
another? or what haſt thou, that thou diaſt not receive (p)? 


Whatever uſeful Gifts therefore any of us enjoy, 
let us praiſe the Author and Diſpenſer of them all. 
And what till is wanting let us pray for to him, 
who promiſes to anſwer us when we call, and to ſhow 
us the great and mighty things which as yet we know 
not (q). This was his Declaration to his Prophets 
of the Old Teſtament, and the ſame is confirm d 

by his Apoſtles in the New: Hany of you lack Ni, 

dg — 5 


7 n) James I. 17. (o) 1 Cor. XII. 11. 1 Cor. IV. 7. (4) Jer. 
WOW: XN (s) 1 Co (p) 9) 
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dom (faith St Fames) let him ask of God, that giveth 15 
all Men liberally and upbraideth not, and it ball be 
given him (r). And thus bleſſed with the Divine] 
Aſſiſtance upon our own Induſtry and Pains, wel: 
ſhall make due uſe of the pious Benefactions we 
here enjoy, we ſhall give a grateful Return to the} 
Expence of our Friends, and anſwer the juſt Expe-| 
ctations of our Country: Which will then ſee the 
Value of a regular Preaching built upon the Foun-| 
dation of ſolid Learning; and know how to di- 
ftinguiſh it from the Rants of a wild Enghuſiaſn| 
onthe one Hand, and from the Preſumption of a 
| ſtupid Ignorance on the other. In a Word even 
our Enemies will become our Friends, and we ſhall 
be eſteem'd the Joy of the whole Earth. The De-| 
lightſomeneſs of our Dwellings ſhall not be envied | 
nor the Liberality of our Founders be thought too 
profuſe : But tho their Bodies have long ſince been 
buried in Peace, their Names ſhall live for evermore : | 


* 


The People ſhall tell of their Wiſdom, and the Congre- 
gation ſhall ſhow forth their Praiſe (s), | 


O JamesI. . 0) Eccluf. XLIV. 14, 15. 
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